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Reform hurch-Government 
in SCOTLAND , Cleered from fome 
miſtakes and prejudices. 


SH Kingdome for a more publike imployment, 
LE 22 arc m all humility and patience, waiting 
What the Lord who is about ſome great Work in his 
Church , (for which are raiſed ſo great Commotions in 
theſe and other Kingdoms oftheearth) will be-pleaſed to 


The octaf- 


ons 


 dofor Reformation of Religion. 4 the great Work ofthe - 


honourable houſes of Parliament, and the reverend Aſ- 
ſembly of Drvines ; and for Uniformity in Religion ,, fo 
' mnch defired by all the godly in the three Kingdomes : 
Unto whch an entrance 15 made by a ſolemne League and 
Covenant. We finde our ſelves bound wm the preju- 
dices and miſtakings of ſome,who inthe dark areafraid of 


that which they know nor, and ſuffer their affetions of 


love and hatred to ran before their naderſtanding ; and 
againſt rhe miſ-repreſentations andindire&t aſperftons of 
- others, who do ſo commend their own way, thatthe re- 
formed Churches thereby ſuffer difparagement z To 
give that teſtimony unto the order and government of 
' the Reformed Churches , - and' particularly of the 
Church of Scotland , which they do welt deſerve, and to 
honourthem-whom the Lord hath ſo highly honoured, 
in advancing the Kingdom of his - , inthe — 
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and ſaving of ſo many ſouls,and in oppoſing and ſuppref-. 
ſing a world XI og , Hereſftes, and Schiſmes , by: 
his wonderfull bleſſing upon their order and Govern- 


Ps. | . * . 
Our inten- In this our humble teſtimony and true relation , unto 
_ which we are at this time thus neceſſitate, we ſhall endea- 


your nothing but a ſimple and innocent manifeſtation and 
defence , without deſire or intention to'give the ſmalleſt 
offence to any who fear God,love the Truth, 8 deſire to 
walk in truth andin love with their Brethren. This our 
profeſſion, we are confident will finde credit with all that 
know us, and have obſerved our wayes {ince our coming 
into this Kingdom,which have been, and ſo farre asthe 
the truth will ſuffer us ) ever ſhall be , to unite,and nor to 
divide z to compoſe; rather then to create differences z 
which we conceive alſo to be one principall end , of the 
calling ofthe Afſembly of Divines , and which all the 
members of the Aſſembly, againſt all particular intereſts, 
areaftera ſpeciall manner ingaged to aime at. and encea- 

'8 vour. | 
TheGoyern- . The order and Government ofthe reformed Churches 


ment of the 


Reformed IN the beauty and ſtrength thereof,as it is not hid'in a cor- 
koown.  Ner,wrapped up in a Myſtery,or covered under a cloud of 
darkneſle ;. but is known to the Nations and Kingdomes 
of the earth , openly profeſſed and practiſed in the. eyes of 
the world, and cleerly ſeen; as a:City that is ſet on a hill, 
inthe light of the Stinne at noone day ; -So is it commen- 
ded,and already confirmed by along tra& of time,andthe 
experience of miany;yeers; , and hath been countenanced 
from. Heaven,and bleſſed from above, with the.preſerva;z 
tion-ofthe truth and unity of Religion, againſt ,'Hereſics 
and errours in Doctrine, Idolatry and corruptions in wor- 
ſhip, andall ſorts of SeRts and Schiſmes , Moo hg 4 
| | þ th. 
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hath been continually aſſaulted : How goodly arethy Tents: 
0'Jacob,and thy Tabernacles O Tſracl,crc. Irhath made the: 
Church of Chriſt terrible as an Army with banners, and! 
like a ſtrong and fenced City , againſt which the Adver- 
ſaries have deſpaired to prevaile , but by making a breach . 
in this wall,and where they have gained ground orgotren- 
any advantage, ether the wall hath nor been built, or be-' 
ing builr hath been broken down, or not vigilantly keep-/ 
ed by the Watch-men. | 


The Inſtruments which the Lord uſed in the bleſſed The Retor- 


nicrs Of the . 


Work of Reformation of the Church of Scotland ( wee Church of 


' ſpeaknotofthe reformers of other Chutches ) were not 
onely learned and holy men, but had ſomewhat in their' 
calling,gifts,and-zeal tothe glory of God,more then or-! 
dinary : Their Adverfaries werenotableto reſiſt the wiſ-- 
dome and Spirit by which they ſpake; ſome ofthem had- 
a prophericall Spiric, manifeſted in divers particular and; 
wonderfull predictions,and ſome of them were honoured: 
to be Martyrs', and ſealed the truth with their blood * So 
that inthem,in the people of God converted by them;and 
and inthe Reformation brought abour by the bleſſing of: 
God upon their labours,, againſtall the Learning, Pride, 

| Policie, and abuſed power of the time, there was to bee: 
ſeen a repreſentation of the Primitive and Apoſtolicke 
times,and a new reſurrection from the dead. Afterthem' 
alſo did the Lord raiſe-yp-in the Churchof Scotland ma- 
ny burning and. ſhining, lights , men of the ſame ſpirit, 
mighty in converting of ſouls , walking in the ſame way, 
and, who'communicated their Counſels and keeped cor- 
reſpondence with Divines of other Nations,and with the 
greateſt and. pureſt lights.incheChurch of England,in the 
point otReformation and ſerling ofChurch-government, 
Which at that. time wasthe commen ſtudy and _—_ | 
Py ow of - 


'Sco tland, 


Patcern 


MaAtLON. 


-&f bath, and wherein they and their Succeſfors:contims- 


| The rule ad 


ed till the times of defeion, whichrmade an-unhappy it 


 terruption of the work. Whar menare like to do in after 
times we: cannot foreſee; but. we have nor ſeen or heard 
of any tothis day , farrer from-partiality and prejudice 1n 


rhe maxters.of God , then their wayes witneſſe them to! 
have been 5; and were: they now living we beleeve there: 


- would be none inthe reformed-Churches,, fo far ſwayed: 


with partiality or prejudice , that would deny-them this. 


teſtimony. 


They had no other rule and paterne of Reformation 


Freir Refor- barthe word of God, andthe practice ofthe Apoſtolicke: 


Churches in the Word. Altthe books of Godare per- 
fe&t,the book of life, the bos _ of nature, the book of pro- 
vidence,and eſpecially the-book of Scripture, which was 
dyted by the Holy Ghoſt, to be a perte& directory to all 


the Churches, unto the:ſecond coming'of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
. bur fo that it preſuppoſeththe light and law ofnature , or 
therules of common'prudence,to-be our guide in circum- 


ſtances orthings locall , temporall,and perfonalt , which 
being Eraleſraſtico Politica , are commontothe Church 
with.civillſocieties, aad concerning which,the Word gt- 
vethgenerallrulesto be univerſally and conſtamly obſer- 
ved by all perſons, in alltimes and places : Ofrhings of 
this kind a godly and! wiſe Divine-giveth two rules : One' 
is, that the Phyſician-cannor by” ſending his letter tothe 
Patient appoint the dyet and bath , the pulſe muſt bee 
roucht ,and as it 1s in the/proverbiall ſpeech, gladiatorem 
oportes in-arena capere conſtlium.The other is,that in things: 


_ of this kind, whenthe change is nor tothe berter,it is both: 


without and-againft reaſon ro'makea change ; without 
reafon, becauſe when the change is made'unto that which 
1s but as good, the one andthe other in reaſon are equall: 

Fo ES | | Againſt 


OO ——— , 0 900 WY IIs ne — — I 9. 


Apgainft reaſon,becaufethe change it {ef in fucha caſe,is- 


* & 7 8 Wn 9-5 ÞT WP. i: 


an hinderance ro Edification,favoureth ofthe love of In- 
novation,and derogateth to the authority which-maketh 


1 rhe Conſtirution. | 

Whatthey had once” received , not upon- probable Their cars 7. 
erounds in way ofconjecture,but-upon the warrant'ofthe marters of » 
igione. | 


Word,and by the teaching of the ſpirit, with certaintie of 
faith;thatrhey reſolved to hold faſt,8 did hate every falſe 
way contrary unto it. They did not inthe-matters of Reli-- 
gion.teft upon a ra wen or Pyrrhoniar uncertainty (the : 
charge ofthe Orthodox Divines againſt the tenets of Ar- 

mintans and Socinians)which keepeth the mind uncertain : 
unſtable, is a fountain 'of perperuall alterations in the ' 
Church of God,an-apen door to all herefies and {chiſmes 
to efiter by,and a ground of deſpairing to bring queſtions 
and.controverlſiesto afinall iſſue and determinarion. And 

for us,as.upon.the one, part,we not only conceive, that no - 
manattaineth fo'tull aſſurance of faith, in any matter of 
Religion ., burhe.may receiveencreaſe of his faith , and 


therefore ſhould alwayes have his minde open and ready 
 toreceive more light fromthe Wordand Spirit of God : . 


but atſo do ingenuouſly acknowledge ( as wee have-for- 
metly profeſſed 7 :that wee are moſt willing to hear and 

karn from.the'Word of God, what needeth further to be : 
reformed in the*Church of Scotland : Yer 'God forbid, . 
that we ſhould never come to any certainty of perfwaſton, 
or that we ſhould ever belearning, and nevercometothe . 
knowhedge of thetruth,; wee ought to be reſolute and un-- 
moveible in ſo araswe haveartained; and this we taketo 


'be the ground, as.of other pratices, ſo alſo of Covenants : 


and Oaths, both aſſertory and promiſſory, in matters of - 


Religion. - Their con." 


ſent with 6- - 


Asthey held ir.not ſufficient , ro receive or retain ſome 
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 AS3 med Churches judged ware . 

rantable; for thus they ſhould have reſted upon fome few 
rinciples and beginnings of Reformation , and might 
ave differed as muchin other things from the Reformed 


- Churches,as they-agreed in ſome things with them;ſo can 
it not be ſatisfactory ,, thatany Church ſhould only: pra- 


Riſe ſome things, univerſally received. in- the Reformed 
Churches. (x) All Ghriſtian Churches, although very 


. different jn ordinances and practices, yet do agree'm ſome 


things,:(2) It our defireof. Uniformity with other refor- 
med Churches,and the reverendeſteem we have of them, 
draw us to conform to them in ſome things ; upon (the 
ſame reaſon we ought to joyne in all things wherein they 
doallagree amongſt themſelves. ( 3 ). Differences about 
Negatives.and the denying of profeſſion and pradtice in 0- 
ther matters wherein they are all unanimous and uniform, 
may.-prove.nolefle dangerous and deſtructive, then diffe- 
rences about Aftirmatives. The Arrians,Socinians, and 
many others; , do erre dangerouſly in denying ſome polis 
tive points and received principles of the doctrine of the 
reformed .Churches,concerning the Perſon of Chriſt,and 
his Offices. The Antinomians alſo (if we ſhould mention 
hem.) doalſo agree, with us in the principles of Grace; 
$i their ſui>erſtruQtures,and concluſions, rune in a way 
deſiruGyecoths dodirine and defudtions of the Apoſts- 
lickand refarmed Churches , and to the principles recei- 
ved by thetgſelyes. (4) Such. Churches as make profeſ- 


fion of differences only in Negatives, or in.denying ſome 
pratices received in the reformed Churches , have recei- 
ved, and do hold ſome. poſitive. practices of their own, 
- which the reformed Churches do not allow . and which 


to them are negative. Of this (would we ſuffer our Telves 


' todeſcend into particulars. ) wemight give divers known 


AJ, 


inftan- 


inſtances : now. they do notallow of the reformed 
Churches,in fo far as they do not admit of theſe their po- 


fitive practices , how ſhall they think that the reformed 


C”—_— bw kn _ "= the hs © for therule is, 
Wherein thou judgeſt another,thou condemneſt thy ſelf. for thou 
that judgeſt doſt So ame things. Ye | 

'They did honour Zather,Calvin,and many others,whe- 
ther their Predeceſſors or contemporaries,who had heart 
or hand, eſpecially in an eminent degree, in the bleſſed 
work of Reformation : for their direQion, they made uſe 
of the light which ſuch notable ſervants of Jeſus Chrift 
did hold forth,in docrine and diſcipline, and in all thank- 
fulneſſe they did defire and wiſh, that their names might 
be had in eternall remembrance : Nor was it poſlible tha 
fo great an alteration as the corrupt {tate of the Church 
required could be effected , and not carry ſome remem- 
brance of the inſtruments : bur for this to call us Calvins- 
ans;and the reformed Churches,Calvinian reformed Chuy- 
ches , .ist0 diſgrace the true Churches of Chriſt -, and to 
ſimbolize with the Papiſts, who.call themſelves The Ca- 
tholicke Church,and hold the _ —_— by _— 

inſt the Lucrferians : If any where we finde men profeſs 

Chriſtianity por by the - __— _— men, "i bw 
ro be the Synagogue of CAntichriſt , and nit the Church af 
Chrift, The ſeparation may be well allowed to be called 
Browniſts,and athers from the matter wherein they erre,, 
-and part from all, not onely the reformed , but Chriſtian 
- Churches, as the Moxothelztes ofold , and the _Hnabapiſes 
- now, may beartheir own names. They who apprehend 
any dangerin names (as there is a great deale of danger in 
them) ought not to appropriate untotheir own opinion, 
- that which is common to all the reformed Churches,nor 
-tojoyner wah Papiſts'in giving —_ ak Secs unto the 
20 | | 


reformed 


They are 
nor to be 
called Cal- 
vinians, 


Their Re- 
- Formation 
was not _ 
framed to 


State cnds. 


(8 

reformed Churches; and ra who:conceive noevill in 
ſo doing , ought not to offend, that names are given'unto 
them,eſpecially ſince their differences from the reformed 
Churches , muſt be deſigned under ſome name and noti- 
on;andin this caſe charity commands the mildeſt names, 
ſuch as hint moſt clearly at the difference, and are farreſt 
from reproach,to be ateributed unto them,as moſt difcri- 


 minative and tolerable. 


Nothing was farrer from their thoughts and intenti- 
ons, then to frame in their own forge a Lesbian rule, an- 
ſwerable to any particular forme of civill policy, or com- 
plyable with State ends. That they looked with fingle- 


. neſſe of mindetothe rule of Scripture,we givethelſe three 


evidences (1) The great pains they took in-ſearching the 
awill of God , and after they had found it, their grievous 
fafferings from the-civill authority in defence thereof , of 
both which afterward in the own place (2) The reſtlefle 


_-objection and continuall oppoſition of politick men and 


-” 


*no notable difference ): 


' Coutt Sycophants againſt Presbyteriall government; as 
-ncompatible with Monarchy,and their manners (3) And 
"the neceſlary affertion of the true policy of the-Church 
by Divines in both Kingdoms(between whom there was 

demonſtrating chat it was in it ſelf 
\unalterable , *becauſe- divine, and yercomplyable with 
every lawtull kinde of humane policy-and-civill govern- 


The Refor-| MEnT,and able tokeep a-wholeKingdom or ſtatein a right 


mers not 
byaſſed, 


bur benefi- 
red by edu-, 


and ſure way of Religion. Our chiefeſt reformershad in- 
deed their education in other Churches, which was the 
goodneſſe'of God to them andus:: there did they ſeeex- 
amples'of Reformation , and:converſedwithiother refor- 


- mers -, by whom they: were taught fromthe word inthe 
' wayes of God,and thence did they bring ( as the Romans 
their laws of old fromGreece and other Nations)muadels. 


of 


LY 


| ofthankſgiving:to God , and yet ſhould glory in-this; 


_Fhers,rul;ngElderoand Deacons: They did nor permir ſucl 
. 45 are.called Laymen,: andiiatended to continue fuch, t of 
tion,nor did they 9% y 


, admit oFany other ruling Elders, but ſuch-as are ſolemn-/ 


f 


+44 


(9) bo. 
of Church-government , that comparing one with ano= dare 
ther, they might fix upon that which was builded-upon; S 
the foundation of the Apoſtles. Like as we:accomprt it no**4\,4 
ſmall happines,that we have bin educated inthe Church ya 
of Scotland , and are acquainted with the. practice of _ f 
Church-government there, which giveth us much light w» © Ir, 
and confidence againſt ſuch ſcruples and doybtings as are: — 
powerfiill enough to ſuſpend the aflent of others, who by 

reaſon of their education in other Churches,are ſtrangers 

unto it. Nordo we know areaſon why education in ſound 

doQrine and true worſhip, ſhould be accompred a matrer 


that we are not by education ingaged in any one form of 

of Diſcipline and Church-government , bur left to our 

ſelves to be moulded by our own private thoughts. 1 ' 
They intended and deſigned from the beginning, ,the 75, 

Government of the Church by Aſſemblies and Presby- Prezoyre- 

teries, althoughthey could not attain that perfeion at yeramene 

firſt in the infancie of Reformation, but gave place to;ne- ll oo 

ceſſity, which in ſuch caſes is univerſall , and inthis they 

followed the example and practice oftheChurches plan- 

ted by the Apoſtles, which it not at firſt, yer afterward 

were of ſroneer numberin one City , then: did-or could 

ordinarily afſemble/in,one place forthe worſhip of God, 

and+-therefore had a, plyralizy of Paſtors and Officers, 

which.made up.a common Presbyrtery for governing the 

'wholc: They, ſer up ſuch Officers1n the Church, as were _ = 


Hoh neceſſary and ſufficient forrhe Church, Paſtors;Tea-"L**" \ 
F- 


preach or prophehie. in the Congrega 


ſelves þ 


? 


ly xle&edand ordained.alchough they do maimainthem- 6<"— For" 


q 
\ 
Y 
\ 


What they 


Live unto 


Fil the Magi» 
| Krat& 


L ricutar Callings , which is not incompatible with their' 
c ffice;eſpecially they being appointed ina number com-' 


&T and 


| by J = Ricall charge,not being paſtorall,nor requiring any great 


PEE ons O,, 
elves upon their own means, and attend their own par-' 


tent and proportionable tothe number of the people, 
nantity-of the Congregation ; And their Ecclefia- 


meditation or ſtudy apart , but ſuch as they may'eaftly- 
«tend /, withour neglect of their owne particular at- 


_ fares. 


- What ſhall be rendred unto the Magtſtrate by others, 
whoſe particular renets are nor yet known either to the 


- Churchor Magiſtrate , unlefle it be in a hid and fecret 


way,umo which weare nor privy,we cannot determine : 
bur the doctrine of the Reformed Churches, concerning 
the hoftbur and obedience due to the Magiſtrate, is open 
ly known by their confeflions of faith, and Tong continu- 
ed practices; and this much we know, that the principles 


both of Civill and Church-government , are laid-onr in 
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Sctipture,and therefore the one cannot be contrary to the 
other, orthey inconſiſtent berween'themfelyes. Nor do 
wee meaſure the power of the Magiſtrare by the' princi- 
tes of Presbyreriall Government, but both of them 
bye Word;and therefore deny not untothe Magiſtrate 
hat God'oiverhthem';andimotethen this dare wenor | 
prone, any refpe&ts vx Rlves,or to the FormiofEc- | 
ſiſtical Government profefied by ns' : How trmch, 
and tor whatends,the Pagans and Tnfidels of old,the Pa- 
Þiſts, Ptecfates,and Arrnmians of late , have laboured ro 


"'iriake the way of Chriſt Tiltefull +o'Princes and Magi- 
"Rirates,tst00-well known;and hath been bitterly felt, yer 


# 


'God hath curſed this oncyTh the'end. There may bee 


reaſon'to expre Ut comes of this or other 
mto avouch when we 
We 


hd 


(11 | 

ate not challenged , and thar bly inthe Fenerall,by way 
of compari{oty, That we aſcribe more to the Magiſtrate, 
then the reformed Churches doe, they'being faithfullto 
their own principles of Ecclefiaſticall Government, may - 
ſuffer a harder conſtruction,then we our ſclves would -wil- 
lingly under- go , or put upon'the intentions-of men';who- 
ſeek not their own things, buttherhings of Jefus. Chrift. 

"As the bleſſed Inftramentrs of Retormarion/proceeded::; Their dili- 


by no other rule but the Word of God, ſo did:they with: a _ 


at judgement and learning , which they had in.a mea+ rs, 
ure above others,cxamine and frame all yg ove Cond rh co 
des exaCtly according to the:rule-z/ and although the 7205 bem. 
eformers in England were either attogerher, or for they, * IE & 
greater part taken up with the Doctrine ; yer in the 'Ac 
Church of Scotland it was otherwiſe. After the do@rine a—_ 
was eſtablifhed,which was ſpeedily:done, they were ex-_,. 1 


- 


ercifed-in Conterences and Aſſemblies ., with debating 
the matters of Diſciplme and Government above the 
pace of 20.years, which endured much oppoſitionfrom -moned .. 
anthority,frott worldly:men,and from cheadverfaries of Wer 7 
the Truth;both Peclaticall on the one hand;anduponthe 4, 
other hand'Separariſts-,' of which ſorr ſome came imo 4. 
Scotland from England , which was unto them a whers {, 
Roneto quickewmthem , and to makerhem the more cir- y 
cumfpeX'& exatinrhei way; which lay in-rhe-middte, | 
berwixeFpifcopacy upon the one hand, andpopularcon- - 
fiffon onthe other,” It pleaſed rhe Lord, whoſe preſence 
und bleffing ehey foughe after in theſe dayes with fre- 
J Cquenitprayer and humithation ;botkrin-private and inthe > : 
5 cublike Nationatl Afſemblics,, {ocouffiftand leadrhem * TH 
*m alleruch;-tharthe-Church of Scortand was honoured mited . 
5 .fromabroad,both from Englandandother Nations,with pus bh 
The teſtimony of ſuch a-Reformation}, as-orhee Cir rches 
. B 3 accounted 


(12) 
accounted to be the preateſt happineſle upon earth , and- 
whenthey were wiſhing after a Reformation ,they made, 
irchemexfure of their withes. We. would willingly ſhun . 
compariſons, were we not brought uponthis ſtraine : We 
do upon very good reaſon judge the Church of England 
in:the midſt of: her Ceremonies, to. have beene afrue- 

__ Church),andithe miniſtery thereof; notwithſtanding the 
many blemiſhes andccorruptions cleaving unt9 it,to; have 

'-_  beenatrue:miniſtery, and ſhall neverdeny untothem that: 

I ..- - - praiſe, whether in debating controverſies with Papiſts,or 

MO anpratticall Divinity forprivate Chriſtians ,- which rhey, 

| - - © ©, \do;moſt juſtly deſerve: Hlcn the other part, vie are nety 

li Jv ENtnerſo ignorant -nor: ſoarrogant , as to aſcribe to the” 

II; De, & Church of Scotland: ſuch abſolute purity and perfection, 

- as /hathnotneed'or cannot admit of further Reformation, 

[00 c 4x, LET thatthere is:a wide difference betwixrtithe ons and 

BEA 5, heother,acknowledgedalſs inthe Common Covenanty 

|  . Wee bring two famous witneſſes from the-Church of 

b, mort England to prove: The one is Brightman.; Loath would. I 

5 ame Hedaith he,ſpeaking of the Church of Scotland.) to.prox 

WG. woke any man thenvy,or to grieve him withingy words: Tet thus 

_- © muſt (ay; There is no place where the. Doitrine ſoundeth more 

condinala worſhip of God is exerciſed more wncorruptly. , where 

more faithfulk diligence of the Paſtor doth flawriſh,or. morefree 
etiwiliing pbedjence os giventy; the people; neryet where there 
is greater:reverencing ofthe whale, Religion, amongft | all or- 
ers. Andafterwards; Neither doth it onely keep the Doctrene | 
of: (alvation free from corruption, but it doth alſo both deliver 
et one, © ning and exerciſes proitiiegthat fncere manner of g0- 
Gps. * metros whethy men are: mdde-partithers' of; ſalmation, 
La. Revel. of the Apocal.ccap. 374 The othenis Cartwrig b.: 
. "RF Tea,the Scoriiſh Nation which were.ſome yeers behind us in the 
2 Prefeſaio of the Goſpell, the firſt day almoſt that they mien 
IR C98 & | $176 
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# 
- 


on earth, confiſt of perſons good and bad ,. Sheep and, 


Goats, Wheat and Tares., ſuch as walk Chriſtianly and- ,, 
ſich as walk inordinazly.: Which theretore muſt alſo,be,y 
the condition of che Church of Scotland, yet the ordex ok» 
che Church,admirteth not either.ignorant or openly, pro--" 
phane and'{candalous perſons,to-the participation of. the.s 


Lords ſupper: Ifany Paſtor and patticular Elderſhip bee, 
negligent intheir duty ,:it-is their faulc, who are.to beare 
rheir own'guiltineſſe, and opghinot to;be unpured tothe 
6rder of the Church ;- which ſtandeth in force againſt ir., 

We may be very confident, that the godly people ,, who 

- did tranſplantrhemſetves our of this Ifland;.(-the fame of 
whole piety and zeal» ſhall never ſuffer. detractiqn orthe: 
fmalleſt diminurion:from our thoughts.or. words ) might; 
have lived inthe-Church of Scotland , injoying the pure: 
Ordinances of God ; with peace intheir conſciences. and! 
comfort to their ſouls;and would have willingly.come in- 

to Scotland, when they went into New-England., could: 
they have been free of the uſurpation and tyranny of Pre- 
latsand the Prelatical party, which at that time.did reigne: 
and rage in that Kingdome, vexing the Godly. Miniſtery: 


and people there; with many ang bitter ſufferings. TY 
E513 YT q : 4 1E: 


Wes | © (280) | rs 
thetrath , did by many degrees inthe way of purity outflripuw  ..- 1c _ 
Theſe rwo witneſſes , unto which we mightadde many;., ">= 

other from the reformed -Churches: in other Nations,, . - * - 
bear teſtimony,thar there is no ſuch thing,in.the Church, ! _ 
of Scotland ,/ 25 might prove herto be no Church, or bar:. 
Communion'in worſhip with her, as the Licyrgy , Cere-,, 
monies and Prelacy inthe Church of, England ;. or thar: 
rhe Corruptions ot-the one and the other are ofthe ſame. , 

kinde, equally deftruQtive of the eſſence of a Churchzand:!..,..,__.. © 
equally impetetive of Communionand worſhip. All vi-. 
ſible Churches, which have been ,.or ſhall beat.anyrime: wondeÞ 
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hands. 


il of agzint. yethiment, which ſtandeth in the 2-emarnsr +18 pagan 
ll on boa piſhand Prefaticall Tyranny , and Brownuli 


their own: 


"Thetwoexrreams of 296) forme of Chirch-Go- , 


pttlar Anarchie;, were contrary one to angthet , and have ; 
of degrees of Tyranny orAnarchie in themſelves,,, 


whictris the cauſe of their ſub-divifions , fraions., and 


lþ differerices amongſt themſelves : bur both ſides agree,and., 


| «Strongly joyne in oppoſing the rrue- Government , which 
Wov Nanding conftamly, and withour 'variation.berieen the... 
il - ohteand che other, is-contrary' u0- both. This 45-the True. 
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caufe'(nor could it be-otherwife-) 'that on what hand he; 
invaſion was hoteſt , there the defence was ſtrongeſt. 


[i ge Prelacte which had many friends, and therefore 
9 [5 Rong = many enemies to Presbyteryes , the Presbyteriall; 


wet and perivere long pleading : No fooner isthe, 


O be ſnbdned in-this Hlandybur ariſeth uncxpeRedly,The 
oppoſition'on the other hand , waiting the: opportunity, 
ftronger theri  'was before ,” which moved fome. of our, 
Divines of lare,to write of this hand in defence of the go, 
vernment of the reformed/Churches, as:others had done 
before rhem in other Churches. In France Be 4,6: againft 
CMorellizs Saderl. Two Nationall Synods alſo of the rex 
formed Chnrchesin France, the oneat'Orleans in the 


LS 7 Ga reliticall patty; by the powerand bleſſing of God,begun 


year 1561. Ariether at Rothel '1571. And'inallthe re- 


ormed Churches governed by Presbyterics and Aſſem- 
blies, the pofitive grounds of the-Government arclaid 
open, which work equally againft Adverſaries on both 
fides, and have been applyed- againſt them pro rt nata ag 


they didarife.or ſhew themſelves. If ſo much-.have riog 


been wrirren upon one hand asthe ather, ina polemicall 
and Anaſkeuaſtick way , let tbe attributed unto the Ad- 


verlarie s which was bat'obſcurednd- weak: , and from 


whom 


; : (215) a bravo f < of aa "2 

- whom ſmall danger was apprehended/) it being lid for "m 

2 common ground by themall, That where a- whole | 

Nationjs converted to the Chriſtian fairh, every parti- 

cutar Church is not to bee left to it lelfe, as if it were a-- 

lone ina Nation, 9 that OT had provided a way, 

and there 1s aneceſsitie ofa common Nationall Go- WA" go 

vernement, to preſerveall the Churches in Uniticand A 

Peace. | 

Ir isthe Will of God,and hath been alwayes the con- Thr fofe- 

{tant courſe of Divine providence,that when his ſervants int* cru 

have been diligent in ſearching the truth,and zealous by 52min: 

profeſſing and preaching, to hold it forth unto others, 

that they confirme and ſeal the truth, which they haye 

beleeved and profeſſed with their confeſsion and ſuffer- 

ing. The Church of Scotland. had many, Confeſſours, 

divers Paſtours brought before the Lords of Councell, 

the High Commiſſion, Dioceſan Synods,were removed 

from their places,deprived of all the means of their live-o=% 5 

lyhood ; ſome confined, others impriſoned: a third (ore 72,67 

brought into England,whence ſome of them were never 

ſuffered to returne, all of them for the'Government of- 

the Church. Others for the ſame cauſe were proceeded. 

againſt by the criminall Judge, condemned of Treaſon, \.. 

 fentenced to death, and after long impriſonment, before © 
and after the ſentence, could: finde no other mercy, but - 
perpetuall- baniſhment, wherein the greater part ofthem Þ, | 

ended their dayes, without any Congregation,or Com-  _ 
pany of their owne Nation,, rich or poore, to comfort ' i. 

them, So many of theſe witneſſes as were ſuffered to live 7%... \ 

in their owne Land, did not undergoe any-voluntary; exz., ;,-.,..:<, 

| Zi but in much poverty and affliction, went upand Þ. ..>.. q 

- gown, teaching and confirming the good people, and: : + ,., 

 vaiting for a ſpringtime,wherein the face of God,might \ © 
WE > C . £ - 


—_—=Y 8 Se (36) 
| © agdinſhine wpoh his Church and (to ſetheir owite 6X1 
efſion:) forme bids might ariſe vir '6f the Thimpe bf 
Church'governmient left in the'aatrh. Had they at that 
rime abandoned the poote opprefled Chutch,when they 
were put from their places, and deprived of their liber- 


WW! " _ © ry, and had carried away with'them fuch of the people 


as were of then tninde;they had (if Wee world Judge 
according to ordinary providence, and the courſe of fe- 
cond canfſes) oppofedthe'poore defolited Chitrch for a 
prey to-Fpiſcopall oppreffion, and made thecafe'ot Re- 
ligion/in that Kingdomme defperate : 'Or i they froutd 
have 'returficd impona revolution ofextraordinatry provi 

defice; they would have preferred the ſufferings of cheir 
Brethren Ibehinde them in the midft of the fety tri» 

_ all; unto'their one exile, and wonld have been loathro 
haveimpeded or retirded the Yate Reformition, with 

any rhing they had bronghit with thein from abroad :'{6 
-many'as retutfied from conſtrained banifkmertr, having 

. in-all Unitie of miride, and hearrjoyned in 'theworke of 
Reformarioh. - | Me rn 

Their exerdi- The "Church of '$/9ttard , 'as all other reforttied 
rue Church \CHUrCNEsHifth aſedThepower of the Keyes;8& Church- 
vr which <CEnfares of all ſores, Efpecially the griveſt of excotmmu- 
they bad jcarion;With'fach ſharpneſſe and ſeverity, and yer With 
ſufered f YtCh\cattionand frideration, as it hith'beenyerypow- 

P reffillant&eſfeciiall /ro preſervethe Natrtie of God from 

.. being blaſphemed,the Church-and'people of Godfrom 

RH Roritgion, #t16 the Pelingijerts b/oughrimder cenſiite 


þ r=, Frotit deſttiftion; which'are'the ends propoſed by them 
Gros, on executing the cenfiires'Sfthe' Church arid where fuch 
» Heandallsdfife; whether in'mtter of opinion or practiſe, 
F--* ti$areaptt iniake the Name of God'tobe blafphemed, 
_—_— fate'ddnigerdasForthe'Charch,and Wiſe che Ootiſtich- 
Te: - ces 


Wwe yy Vv vw a” "oF Ys. =” WF vv 


- medy;,: and no lefle effectuall againſt all offences, then 


ef! F } ; | 2 - j/ 
> +73) Thargbis QbjeQion doppoſerh acale, which bath 
[35H 2 


(17) 
ces-of the finners themſtlves, being atcompanied with. 
qbſtinacie and contempt of Eccleſiaſticall Authority, 
they doe apply this laſt remedy, according to he ouger. +, ,, 4%. 
preſcribed by Chriſt, againſt ſcandalous tranſgreſſaurs; aqv+1* 
To limit che cenſure of excommunicrion ia matcer of 
0pinian, tothe common and yacontroyerted principles; 
and in the matter of manners, to the comman gnd uni- 
yerſall practiſes of Chriſtianitie; and in both,to the par- 
ties kngwne light, is the dangerous doctrine of the Ar- 
minians, and Socinians, apeneth a wide doore, and pro- 
claimeth liberty to all other practices and errors, which 
are nor fundamental, and univerſally abhorred- by all 
Chriſtians, and tenderth 49 the overthrow-otthe Refqry 
med Religion:which we wiſh all found and {ber ſpirits. LO aro 
to abſtain from, leſt ic render them and their profeſſion,/F*** 
ſulpe&ed of ſome ſuch opinions and praftiſes,as in cha- 
rity wee judge to be farre from their minds and wayes. 

Twq main objections are made againſt the principles this govern- 
and practiſe of the order and government of the refqrm put meet 


for 


ed Churches, for which the Church and Kingdome of Churches 1i- 
Scotland, bave done-and ſuffered {o mych of old and of ter. © 
late. Qne is, that there is no: need of the Aythoritative + 
power of Presbitexies and Synods, and thatzhe exhor- 
ration'of particular Chyrches oneto another, the Prate- 
Kacion of 996 agaialt another, and the withdrawing of 
communion one from another, may bee a ſufficient re- 


excommunication-it {cle : eſpecially xt the Magiſtrate 
ſhall vouchſafe his affiſtance, and interpole his autho- . F 
xitie,' for ſtrengthening-the ſentence 'of Noncommu-' 


i! 11/15 Tothb-we anſwer. 


not 


(18) 
not been found in the Church of Scorland for the ſpace 
of above foureſcore yeares, and which wee beleeve was 


+. never heard of in any ofthe Reformed Churches, ex- 
--*+"4 * cept thoſe of the ſeparation : the pronouncing of Non-i 


communton or Excommunication againſt a whole 
Church. Our excommunication hath beene executed, 
and bur ſeldome againſt particular members, never a- 
gainſt a whole Church, and wee thinke never ſhall bee, 
and therefore this imaginary feare of that which never 
falleth forth, is not confiderable : Rules are made for 
ordinary and uſuall caſes. | 

2. What ſhall bee the remedy where the cenſure is 


_ --,, mutual}, andrwo or more Churches murually proteſt, 
...* — and'pronounce the ſentence of Non-communion one a- 
 _ gainſt other? unleſle there be a common Presbyrerie;or 


Synod made upof the whole, which may decidethe 
controverlie,and give order unto the ſeverall Churches. 
This Non-communion may prove a mean of diviſion, 
; ratherthen union. þ AE 
3. Inthis Exhortation, Proteſtation, and Non-com- 
munion, there is no more to be found, then one particu- 
lar member may doe againſt another, which yet is ac- 
knowledged to bee unſufficient for removing of offen- 
ces, unleſfe the authority of the Church, of whichborh 
of them bee members, ſhall interveine :-Were it inthe 
power of particular members to fubmitr;'or not ſubmit, 
as they pleaſe, there would-bee-as great difference-and 
diviſion amongft members,: as now'there is 'amongſt 
Churches. © XG. Goin a oo) danor Her! 
4+ What ſhall be done if the Magiſtrate be negligent 
or care tor none of thoſe things 2 or if his Authoritie 
cannot be obtained © or if hve bbw! another Religion, 
and foment the difference for his owne politicke _ ; 
at 


wt Ee, 


SHA; 4 

hath not the wiſedome ofthe Sonne of God provided _ 

remedies in the Church for all the internall neceſfities cdl C9 

of the Church, 'and conſtitute it a perfe body within.',.,.; NAY 

it ſelfe. 294 £5451 I, W 
5. By what probabilitie can it be'made to appeare to”? 

any Rationall man and indifferent minde; that no' Au-"' 

rhoritie ſhall be as valide as authority againſt the obſti- 

nate, that via admonitionis, & requiſitions, isequall with ht Ne 

= 
ow 


via citations, & publice authoritatss + Thereccannot beſo 

much as triall and examination of the 6fferice withour © "C2 or - 
Authoritie,unleſſe the partie be willing to appeare * thar* | 
perfwaſion and Juriſdiction, that the delivering over to 
Saran, 'and thereby ſtriking the- Conſcience with the 
terrour of God, by the authority of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
hath the promiſe of a ſpeciall and ſtrong ratification in vr" 
Heaven, and any other Eccleſiaſticall way whatſoever, Kean 7 | 
which muſt be inferiour to this, and depend onely upon / - 


perſwaſion on the one parr, 'and free will on the other, SES 
can be ſuppoſed to bee a like efficacious. /No 'man-willt ,& OC 


ſay, but in civill matters, it 1s one thing to have 'adoe 
with our neighbour, who hath no more authority over 
us,then we have over him; and another thing to have to 
doe with civill power which hath authority over both. ..__. .-: 
The other ObjeRtion is : That by this Authoritieand this govern- 
Order of Government, one Church hath power over cm wits the 
another, which is contrary to thar liberty and equalitie gens. an 
Ebriſt hath endiied his Churches with, and is-no'other 'parcieular 
but a'new Prelaticalt dominion Het 'over the Churches: ; 
of Chriſt **-/ * -- IM £40 791917399 01 
EO  "Torbs we anſwer. 
"T. That weare Very farre from impoſing or acknow- 
ledging any, ſuch collaterall power of one particular 
Mag URA. 4277 28 NINE +4C $'-"/ £1 7; Church 
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my - 4. Qhaxch over another, nay nar afche greateſt; in, all 


Jnpens wharſoever over the {malleft,for God hath. made, 


# 


WM II 
re-'r 


m.equall-one: to-another. -The power which we , 


Frnaintain, is agoregative of the Officers of many. con-.. 


gragations:Oyerthe particular members of their Car- 
paration; even 25amember of the'Naturall body is-nor. . 
ſubje& to another; but each one of them .to the whole: . 
Manconſiſting afthemall: And as. ane Member of Par, 


Wi ©\ © lament, ons-Counteller; exrogoe-lower; one. member. 


: + 7 mi; 


"of a company, is.not ſabjef.tq angther, but cycry one. 
"tothe whole. Calledge. :. The {ame- may bee {ajd: of: 
townes and, cities: ; {01s it with particular congregati- . 
ons, combined in! one} Presbyterie.. Allthe. Reformed, 
Churchesacknowledge the Independencie of one parti- 


4» Cular-Churchupon another. 


-—>-# 2. Itisas miſerable a miſtake to compare Presbyte+. 
- *»ries and Prelatestogerher : for the courts of Prelates gre. 


% 


"alrogether forraign and extrinſecall rorhe congregati- 


” ** ons Over which they rule,agd then indeed the Metropa- 


7 


lian Church- ulurpeth and. tyrannizeth over other 
Churches: but the powerof Presbeteries is intrinſecall. 
and nacurall;chey being conſtitute of the Paſtors and El- 


are ſex: $0 that another -without themſelves, doth; qot 
e rule over them; but all-of them together by com-, 
mon conſentdoe rule over every one, Which 15 a, moſt | 
niitleandiros forme. ob Churcd goronmert. being 
no #007e conmrary4o the liberty .of x particular Church, 
to bee” ruled by a common Collegiate Presaytery, ar, 
Ecclefiaſtick Senate, then.it is for a 'Member of a parti- 
| culanchager gion 10 bee ruledby his awne parpicular 
| MG A127 GG Ja328L0 rikl;ynet 2nizhdl 
i236 Were this way of government as well knownby 
| experience 


CT of the particular congregations. aver which: they , 
WY; old 


experience tmto others, ws ir 48:1mtous, it would beeact —aufeoond 
courted rather $ubſid,um;chen Dominiam, andwoold be 
Jooked at, rather as -anxiliary to. particatar Minifters 

. And Eldetfhi $, theh authotararive overthem,eſpecially 
fiance they neither ordain, 'nor depoſe -Minifters, They 
diſcern tio cenſure, tot ſentence of Excommunication gn ber | 
_ bf atiy Member, withour the knowledge and conſent 

df the congregation. which .is particularly concerned | 

thefein : wharſoevertheir authority be;the Minifter ad 

particu Flderfhipareadvifed affiftedandfrrengthned, 

rather then commanded, enjoyned, or forced : which 

the particular Churches al rather chuſe, then 


through want of counſell/and* aſsiſtance, ſuffer them- 
ſelves to run raſhly upon tion or Excommunica-mww were 


oo and afterward either be brought to the neighbour- 
+ ut by bs >, oo. > ology I © { > 


which lefleneth their authority afterward, or to have 
the ſentence of Non-communion pronounced againſt 
them, which muſt bee the cauſe of Schiſme or ſcandall. 
So much for = preſent have we faid, not for confu- This govern- 
- | 2 ARRa*. + Ad . nent uſ{ctull 
tation; but meerdly for.juftifying ourdwne, and other 37h uu 
Reformed Churches, againſt ſuch miſrepreſentings and 1.9 41 
miſtakings, as in matters of Religion aretoo frequent in os. 
this place at this time, to the perverting and abuſing of 
ſimplc-and unſtable minds, which will.never. be brough 
to'aconfiftenceandunivie, "withonrhis true order antt"E> /+ 
—_ of the Church, and the bleſsing of God7F, 
rom heaven upon his owne ordinance. Were Magi- 
ſtrates and civill powers acquainted with the power 
thereof,they would finde theirauthority increaſed,their lg: ; 
worxe more eafie, and their-places more nifornbled S094 
thereby. Such as are moſt adverſeto this order and go- 4-27, 
- vernment ( if they allow no materiall difference in do- | i T 
A ; ; arine « 
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uch they fo,much ap rehitnd.” he: CE 
hich God hath bleſſed with ſon le 

,. tie, by this Reformatien and, pn 

urches, which all of us have. ovlemne y 


4, 


Twornand ſub cribed, ſincerely, teally, and contagt 
through the grace of God, to.endeavour in our ſever: if 
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